Weather Repont:

Blue Skies, Pufly Clouds
Temperature: 82 Dcgrees
Wind: West. 14 knots

FEBRUARY 2003 FLEET 12 CHESAPEAKE BAY VOLUME 13
FLEET CAPTAIN'S SIGNAL

It's cold. Really, cold. So eold in fact that | found myself wandsring aroand the marina and avoiding anything on
the boat that remotely resembled work. What | could nat avoid was thinking aboat the sailing season fo come 2nd
what great fun and warmth Spring will bring. As soon 25 | started thinking aboat fhe Spring, | started to think of
Flogt 12 activifies. One of the premier events of our sailing season is the Spring meeting. Dave and Carol Thelen
are setfing up this event and : PPER ., coordinating information is
found elsewhere in this issoe of | Mt b Dockline. Please note that
the restaarant has limited e S O copacity end that
participation in the meal portion g of the event will be limited
to first come, first sarved. OF . toarse, everyone is
welcome fo attend the business f= meeting. At the Spring

meefing we'll work on the raft- ~ “*  up schedule, s bring your

ideas, dates, and iocations. —

Before | get too far, | want to & thank Janet and Walt Rupp

again for the terrific fall = meefing at historiz St.

Mary's College. [See Page 7) A% What 2 wondsrful event,

enjoyed by everyona who : attended.

So without any more rambling, the first sail of the year is

around the comer. | can't wait. Damn, it's cold.
Mark Rochiin, IBIS #1338

All Interested Catafina 34 owners are imiited fo stend our setivifies. For more information caatact Mark Rochlin, Fleet Captain,
(410) 798-1123 o (301) 261-4446, e-mail: cane75@aol.com

We are sad o report that Gene Chalmers passed sway Japasry 25, 2003, after 2 long illness with cancer. A

| visifation and & memorial service was held on January 29 at Jackson Funeral Home in Weshmont, New Jersey.
Donations in liea of fowers may be sent to Samaritsn Hospice, Suite 300, 5 Eves Drive, Marlion, New Jersey
08053-3101- 856-596-1600.
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NEW EDITORS FOR THE DOCKLINE

This is our first edition as editors for the Dockline. We encourage you fo send us relevant material
(stories, jokes, recipes, eartoons, items/boats for sale, raft-up arficles, personal news (you sold your
boat, bought 2 bigger one, had a baby, have 2 new grandehild), favorite anchorage and how fo get
there or what happened when you went there, story of how you installed something creative,
inferesting, different in your boat that others would inferested in knowing about, and pictures for
publication. The next deadline for arficles will be April 24, 2003. We will try our best fo have the
newsletter in the mail by the end of the month. At the Spring meeting we will poll the merbers fo
see if they would like the newsleMer via email rather than snail mail.

Call or wrife:
- Jackie £ Sim Brener —
10733 Anita Drive
Mason Neck, VA 22079

703-550-2413
 fbroner@erols.com

B Den't forget
Spring Meeting in Galesville, March 15, 2003.
2:00 p.m, — Sacial Hoor - Dinner served 5 — 6:30 PM!
(Details on Page 6)
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oL MARY'S, HD - SGENE OF ALL MEETING:

The C34, Fleet 12 Fall 2002 Meeting was
held November 2 at St. Mary's College in St.
Mary's, Maryland. Walt and Janet Rupp put
fagether a fun, informative, and enjoyable day
for the 46 members who atfended. The
meeting began with a Social Hour followed by
the business meeting. Mark Rochlin presented
the slate of officers for the coming year:

Fleet Captain: Mark Rochlin
Treasurer and Secre.fary: Joan Davies

Raft-Up Chairman: Dan and Maryann
Brail

These people were unanimously elected. It was
decided during the Business Meeting that the
schedule of 2003 raft-ups would be diszussed
at the Spring meeting. Mark Rochlin also
presented the resigning editors of the
"Dockline”, Carol and Palmer Esau with a gift
for their years of outstanding service in
providing the Club with our newsletter. The
ift was not opened immediately, but it
appeared fo be a bottle of something.

The Business Meeling was followed by a
presentation by Susan Dean, Manager of
Solomons, MD West Marine and two other
employees of West Marine. They showed the

By Jackie Martin, Wind Spirit
members the latest in foul weather clothing and
electronics. One of the gentlemen also gave a
very informalive falk about his experiences on
the Infercoastal Waterway.

The presentation was followed by a delicious
buffet dinner of chicken, fish, and roast beef
and other goodies.

HISTORICAL ST. MARY'S

As Jim and | {Dockline editors) arrived on
Saturday and followed the directions fo the
meeting we iooked everywhere for the town of
St. Mary's. We knew that there was 2 fown
because it had once been the capitol of
Maryland. But all we saw was the beaufiful
river and $t. Mary's college. We did ses
strange structures in a field along the road, but
we had no idea what they were. We were
loaking forward fo seeing *historical” St.
Mary's, but when we asked a group of revelers
at the meeting where the town of St. Mary's s,
they hooted and hawed, laughing hysterically.
We didn't understand the joke. Someone
finally informed us that there no longer is a
fown of St. Mary's. In the 17" century the
capitol of Maryland was moved to Annapalis,
and everyone left St. Mary's. Over the years
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all of the buildings had been razed, and
eventually there was nothing left of the original
village.

Jim and | did not know any of this, of course,
on Saturday, so on Sunday morning we set oul
to visit the re-erected village of St. Mary's.
We found it on 2 bluff by the edge of the St.
Mary's River. We located the reconshructed
State House of 1676, Smith's Ordinary, and 2
museum shop. We learned that in 1966
archeological digs were bequn to locate the
buildings of the first capitol of Maryland.

Sine the 1960's the Historical Foundation has
erected the buildings that we saw as
recanstructions of the original buildings. The
original buildings were built on poles set into the
ground, so the foundations have disappeared,
The story of how the archeologists have been
able fo ascertain the locations of the buildings
by testing the soil in many areas is fastinafing.

 NOTICE

The Foundation has also reconstructed the ship,
“The Dove”, and it is located at the dock at
the bottom of the embankment from the “State
House”. Unfartunately, the ship was being
“winferized” on that Sunday, and we were not
able to go sboard, but it was very picturesque
as it sat there at the dock an the St. Mary's
River. It was easy to imagine the 150 or so
seftlers coming up this beautiful river to locate
their settlement.

As we gazed out over the river, embellished in
Fall foliage, Jim and 1 decided that we would
be back by boat next year. Since some of the
buildings and the ship were closed up for the
winter, we'll plan our trib earlier than
November. As some other Fleet 12 members
have already done, we will anchor out, dinghy
in, climb the hill fo the College dining room,
and have lunch. Maybe we'll see you there.

We need correct and current e=mail addresses for all membere who have e-mail. From fime fo time, we may want
to e-mail something fo yos. We seat an e-mail out o 2ll members in Jonuary. IF you did nat reeive an e-mail it
iz because (1] you do nat have e-mail, (2] your e-mail address was incorrect in oar Fleet Membership Roster.
(We received aboat 6 e-mail's back because the address was incorreet.) If you do have e-mail, and you did not
receive an e-mail from Jackiz and Jim Brener, please nofify ue of your e-mail address at

jbrener(@erols.com. Thank yoa.

AR -
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IN THE NEWS

De Winchell and Dove Ewing were honored quests at the Fall Floet 12 Meeting. (Dave is 2 past Fleet
12 Captain, and Dave and De spent several years Iving and cruising on their €34 *Cherette.”) They
have now sold “Cherete* and bought 2 house in Annapolis. Some of you probably saw Dave at the
Annapalis Boat Shaw as a Host for new Catalina yachs.

Planning to retire in a couple of years, Caro/ and Polmer Fsau have sold thelr €34, "Cheers and
have ardered a new, bigger Beneteau sailboat. They hope fo spend much of their refirement fime in
Florida and the Behamas, and buying a new boat was the fitst step in getting ready to go south.

Speaking of traveling down the ICW, Dan and Maryann Braifleft the Annapolis area around the middle
of October venturing to Florida and the Bahamas. (See their story on Page 10.)

The Catalina Yacht 34, *Stardust’, owned by Warren and Susan Cookis For Sale. Warten and
Susan informed your editors that they are planning “a lot of land travel* this year and hope to have
the boat sold by Spring. Warren and Susan are also celebrating because their son received his Ph.D.
in Electrical Engineering at Purdue University. Way to go, Son Cook!

Eugene and Lois Norris have 2 new address. They nofified us that they are Iiving permanently in the
Solomons area. Congratulations to them!
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REINFORCED HOSE. There are basically two fypes
of this hose, wire reinforced and mylon/Fabric
reinforced. There's quite 2 price difference per foot
s0 where shoald the cheaper hose not be used? The
cheaper nylon/fabric reinforced chould never be used
where the hose makes 2 sharp torn of more than 30-
45 degrees or on the suction side of 2 pamp
(especially if the fiaid is hot). With every rale there
is an exceplion. The C-34 frech water

System has the pump located lower than the tanks
(qravity faed to the pump) and cool water. The
nylon/Fabriz type hose has a tendency to partially
collapse when bent in acate turns and with high
suction. The wire reinforced will not collapse ander
heat or pressure/saction and holds its diameter in
vary sharp turne.  That's why i is installed on the
intake ¢ide of the Oberdorfer/Sherwood from the thra
hall fo that pamp. Also it iz used throughoat the
internal engine coolant system. When | boaght new
hose ta go from the Oberdorfer/Sherwood pamp
output side to the heat exchanger, | used the nylon
reinforeed and slso have it on the output from the
anti-siphon fo the nipple on the exhanst riser. The
nylon isn’t as stiff as the wire reinforced and |
suspect that stiffer hose only adds to the
vibration/pressare fransmitted to that nipple weld
joint. In all installations, use the shallowest furn
radius possible.

By Kon Hil
Apache #7838

BRAIDED ANCHOR RODE. 1 wrote an article for
the November 2002 Mainsheet on how to install
anchor rode length markere. | completely forgot o
ttate braided line advantages. It's more expensive,
bat ctronger than the same dizmeter theee-strand.
However, the biggest advantags I've foand is that
affer years of use it stll stays nimble and Aexible.
After being “dipped” in sall water, nylon 3 sirand line
becomes <hff and hard fo store/stuff in the ancher
locker. | saally wash dock lines in oar washer, but .
figured Phyllis would object o as heavy a load as 2
long anchor lino. So, last year | fook my 200 Ffeet
of * braided line o 2 coin laondry. 1 put it in a large
front-loading machine with some detergent and went
next doar to have a cup of coffee. | also wanted 1o
be out of there in caze the machine started [umping
around. When | retarned, 2 half dozen ladies were
standing in front of the machine Iooking through the
glass door at my red, white and blug anchor fine
being tossed about. They coaldn't figure out what
was in that machine. One lady looked 3t me end
atked, “spaghetti’? The line came oot soft 2nd
looked fike it was brand new. | put it in the dryer at
home to dry with some "Boance"!

HEADS UP ALERT. In case you missed i, thete ic
2 rew U.5. Coast Goard reqalation charfing 1 Jan
2003. The new law requires children under 13
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years old aboard recreational vessels fo wear personal
flotation devices (PFDs) while a vessel is under way.
When children are in an enclosed cabin space they
will not be required to wear PFDs (cackpit with life
lines does not coant!l). Violation of the new
requlation carries a maximam penalty of #1100, with
a recommended penalty of between $50 and 1250
for each violation, Any state law will have precedence
if the state law it less than the Federal. {Aecording fo
Chesapeaks Bay Magazine, Febraary 2003, the
U.3. Coast Guard Regalation only applies fo stofes
that do nof have child fife facket lows of their omn.
Virginiz does nol. However in Maryland faceording fo
the magazine, ..only children under 7 or boats
under ZI' in leaghh are reqaived fo woar Hife
Jackets.”)

SOSPENDERS RECALL. The USC6 annomnced a
Safety Recall (8-28-2002) of SOS Inc. Inflatable
Life Jackets equipped with the Hammer Model MAI

Manual/AUTOMATIC Inflafion Cap. IF it states
“lnspected” on the Hammer assembly cap it's okay,
bat if there is no “Inspected” marking, the unit
should be returned. Contact SOS Ine. Castomer
Service ot [800) 858-5876 or follow the
pracedures at www.sospenders.com

DINGY REGULATIONS. As saon 25 you place 2
motor on your dink, the regulatione change. If yoa
are in International waters, the single white light at
night will saffice. However, in U.S. Coastal and
Intand Waters Federal Regulations [page 23 stipalate
2 red and green 90-degree bow light znd 2 360-
degree white light in the stera. Also all children
under the age of 7 mast wear an approved USCG
PFD while ander way on 2 reereational vessel under
21 feet in length on Maryland waters. I've noted that
the Maryland DNR fakes great pleasare in enforcing
these regulations.

HERRING BAY — NO DISCHARGE TONE ]
Herring Bay has been declared 2 No-Discharae Zone. Henceforth, you may nulil
dump effluence and waste in this area of the Bay! This is whether or not your |
waste has bezn freated. Herring Bay is located on the Western shore of the Bay, |

mid way between Annapolis and Solomons, due east of Washington, DC.
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CATALINA 34 FLEET 12 SPRING MEETING
MARCH 15, 2003
STEAMBOAT LANDING RESTAURANT, GALESVILLE, MARYLAND

2:00 P.M. - SOCIAL HOUR
3:00 P.M. - CLUB SPEAKER
4:00 P.M. - GUEST SPEAKER
2:00 P.M. DINNER

ACCOMMODATIONS AVAILABLE AT PIRATES COVE OR TOPSIDE INN,
GALESVILLE, MD OR HERRINGTON HARBOR INN, FRIENDSHIP, MD

MORE INFORMATION COMING IN THE MAIL!

DINNER RESERVATION
(Deadline for Reservation: March 1)
NAME
NUMBER OF PEOPLE ATTENDING

SELECT ONE OF THE FOLLOWING FOR EACH PERSON ATTENDING: (lnclude potato
or rice).
NUMBER

PRIME RIB:
CHICKEN:
SALMON ]
Send your check for ¥23.00 per person payable to Carol Thelen. Mail to:

Carol Thelen, 5584 April Journey, Columbia, MD 21044
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After years of anficipation and much last mingle
provisioning we headed sosth the Friday affer
the Annapoliz Boat Show.  The primary
thanges o the beat for oer frip incladed fhe
addition of dinghy davits, larger balteries, and a
high oatput elternstor. We slso had new camas
put on the boat and fnctalled o three- bladed
fixed prop. The rear push pit was shrengthened
with extra tubing o faks the sdditionsl weight of
the Avea inflabsble and oar twa outboard motors.
The oft cabin i being wsed as storage with
laandry baskels holding oar clothes. Our bost
cama with reverse eycle sir eanditioning that can
provice heaf or air eonditoning 3t jooq ax we
are coanected ta thara power,

The vae improvement we regeet not having Is &
cackpit enclosore. If wa had known how eald

the trip fo Florida was going lo be, we woold
have had added this to our Gist.

The first day we motored in coal, clesr weather
down the Bay fo Solomen's lshand from the
Magotky River. We were sble o ssil much of
the lower Bay pashed by o northeast wind. Bob
and Jane Blerly were kind eaough to offer the
use of their dock, and we had o lvely dinger
with them and speat the evesing discarsing our
Hip..

The frip past Morfolk and theough the Great
Disms! Swamp was delightfal. We spent severl

10

doys in Elizsbeth City, NC waifing for the
westher fa clear before erossing the Albemarle
Soand. Qur two parfies with the Ross Baddies
allowed ux fo mest other eraicers who we woald
meet again many fimes later in cor fip,

Exzept for lsjover days in Oriestal, NC aad
Charleston, SC, we traveled from 30 fo 50
wiles 2 day fo get soath fo the warmer westher,
The route wat 2 midure of sounds, rivers,
eanals and ocean Inlets. Ofther boats cquipped
with elsclronic charls intergraded with GPS were
impressed with aur shiily fo navigate the heists

" @ha Turis or fne infercoastal. Our secrel fool

wat Charl Tracker, o CHff's Note version of 2
chart and tomething like navigation for dummiss
bock, which worked very well for mewbees e

.

At Charleston 3 large pamber of bosts were beld
up because of the westher. When we left
Charleston, we  proceeded  throagh  fhe
drawhridge with at least Hhirly ofher sailbests.
Later in the day it seemed to progress into o
race fo get fo the best sachorage spet fired,

A =zction of the ICW jost above Myrile Besch,
SC Imown o the Rock Pile & 2 three-mile
secfion that s very narrow and lined with rock
ledges. Most eruising gaides warn of trying fo
pass any commercial vessels in this area, W
were fraveling behind o lerge ssilbaat that tried
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fo pass @ barge, and we walched 2z the cucfion
from the tfug's huge propellers sacked the
impafient sailboat info the side of the tag. The
sailboal narrowly missed 2 rock ledse and a
northbaund metecheat.

OF the three of us, our dog Skipper i having
the best time. One problem daring our trip
south was finding places to land oar dog.
Georgla was especiclly difficult.  While olher
sailboatz had the opfion of anchoring anywhere,
we had to carefelly plan our distances and stops.
We stsyed of marinas more than we had planned
beeaase it made oar es mach easier.

We met thres other Cataling 34's headed south.
Sumeer Breeze war from Absecon, NJ and
Turnieg Point was from Obis. Both fhese bosts
had mad the trip the previoas year. They loft
in Qeleber bzt jesrand sedamnad bhowe in My
With four months turn around fime, they were
again hesded soath. The third Cataling 34 was
moving from Deltaille fo Long Boat Key in
Florida. Almost everyane we met has made the
trip down the infercossisl more than once.
When we wore cold snd wet in North Caroling,
we coald not enderstand why snyone woald want
to mske this tip, bat afler arriving in Florlda
and esjoying razay nice days, Maryann is ready
to sell the hosse and move shoard fall fime.

Al this lime we are of 3 mooring in Stusrd,
Florids. We have Jast bought o Gle Honda
generzior fo keep the bufteries cherged and fo
provide electricity for other things. APter the
holidays we are planning to head fo the Keys
and will try for the Bohamas In Februsry,

Aftar thres weeks we finally left oar mooring bal
at Shuart on Sunday, January 5% Qur biggest
preblom in Stuart was keeping aur batteries
charged. We purchased 2 pertable Heads
geserator that allows as fo recharge the bafferies
without runcisg the besl’s mofor. We con now
also run the vacoum cleaner, elecirle dlove snd
dlectric heater,  Unfortunstely, oll the use of
electricily wore oul oar somewhat old batteries
and we had to replace our baftery bank. Tha
dock master loaned ux his car and wo were bl
fo buy three very heavy, deep eyele marine
batteries. The Honda generator sllowed us b
thart the beat mofor so thal we cauld moter b
fhe dock to tranefer beHeries.

The cruising guides warn of traveling soath of
Staart on the ICW daring the weekend. We
foand out why when we left on 2 cool Sanday
rrming. Al 2 cerbiin peint going soath I
Florida yoa run into people with mare money
than brains. As we spprosched Palm Besch we
were paceed by mony SO0-foo! express craisers
who tried fo masdimum the height of their bow
waies.  The nareow channel lined with concrele
seawalls wosld bounce the waves back ond farth
miny fimes. Our hendly laden boat with o
5,500 |b. lead keel took the waves well and
Stipper stajed dry. We had 3 passing thoaght
of anchoring In Lake Worth, 3 good jump off
poiat for the Bshamaz, bat the Lirge number of
basts clozely snchored dissuaded us.

On Monday we had fewer mofocbeats but many
drawbridges, twelve fo be exact, 31 we hesded
for Fort Lasderdale. We met up with two men
68 o 44-foat sailboat trylng fo get fo Fert
Laaderdale by 5:00 PM that evening. Ancther
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rule of eruising i “never kzep 2 sehedyle’. Ty
make fime they had gone oateide in the ocesn,
The Galf Stresm was rassing north noar the
share.  When they ran oat of fuel they had fo
ssil. At one point they salled fhree hoare
againgt the corrent and made mo progress.
After twenty-foar hoars they were able fo gel
info a marina to refuel. Wa were in their
tompany as they tried fo eajole bridge fenders
inbo opening drawbeidges 22 they approached.
In thiz section of the ICW many drawbridges
only open at & predetermined fime. After cach
bridge opening they would race awzy ab fall
theale.  The person cteering the boat was
confinazlly tldng on the VHF radio o
everybody o the point of embarrazement. We
eventually conght ap with the bost when his
insteation and firedness alowed him to hit 3
day mark, The channel marks down here are
modnled e sheel girdere, Forfupalely, i wss
not a direct hit, valy thirty feet of damage fo
the for rall and gel coat. They slowed down
and were mach qaieher affer their accideat.

On Teesday we quickly pased through Fort
Lauderdsle s large boats, bags and Frelghters
came ot us from different diroctions. After
another twelve drawhridges we made it to North
Miarsl.  After many phooe calls Maryznn wae
able fo find @ very nice marine om Treasare
leland in the middle of Bizeayne Bay. The only
cost effective way fo stay of 2 marina is to qet 4
monthly eate. The marine is very shractive and
is part of en upseale hotellzpartment camplzy.
Many little shores and good restaurants are eloge
by. Mass transpectation it good. We are one
but ride away frem South Beach and the At
Deco area. As we rest and da boat mainfengase

we ate expecting company from friends and
relatives.

Just after we committed to stayfing 2f the maring
for 2 month, o laree, good westher window
opeted wp fo the Bahimas. Asether bogt we
were cruicing with, Easy Tims, made the
erossing withoul problems. We hope fo mest
with our cruising boddies o Marsh Harbor,
Bihamas in Februzry. Meanwhile, we will be
eating Cuban sandwiches and swimming in the
beaatiful heated pool on the roof st the marina,



