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152 Chesinui R
Lexinglon Perk, Marylend 20653
Phone: {301) 863-9255

Catalina 34 Fleel #12 Chesapeake Bay
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FROM THE QUARTERDECK:

Helgs and Len Brown did an oulstanding job of bosting
our second mesting- -2 sincere thanks to bolh on behalf of
all wha enjoged {heir graciom hame and hospitalily! Bah
Bierlys minules are poblished herzin, =0 my only
addition i fo report Lhal | sent a thank you Jetter lo Mr.
Gary Penzell, owner of Tidewater Marire, for ks
support in 2ending Paul Markkpuls 22 our ques! speaker.
Pawl ¢id an outstanding job. Take a good look el the cruize
schedules published by Dusne Maher (Morthern Bay) and
F_ & Briztow (Sowthern Bag). If yoo might be able to
make a raftup, give the rafl caplain a call and “Jump on
Bogrd.”

I've ordered 15 more Fleet 12 burgees, They have
arrived. If you would like to purchese one for $15,
contact Bab Bierly.

Ran HIM
Flest 12 Caplain

Secrelargs Peport
THE SECOND MEETING OF FLEET 12

On Merch 9, 1991, Flast 12 of Calalim 34's met at
the bome of Len and Helgy Brown in Bl Air, Marglapd
The second meeting was 2 great success; in facl 3ome
members staped for mine hours before reloctantly
leaving the camaraderie and discussions with their fellow
Cateline 34 sailors. A tolal of 33 people atlerded
representing 19 boals, A hearly Thank You to Helga and
Len for their fentastic hospitality,

The meeting was highlighled by 2 presentation by Payl
Markkpula, & diesel mechanic from Tidewnler Marine in
Havre de Groce. The members hed 1he opportunily to
hear how to (and how not to) care for heir “iron
apinnekera” froman expert, Poul did & wonderful job of
providing common sense wser information and practica
sdvice for mainlzining the Universal dicse] cngine.

The fleet adopled & version of the Kational Caislina 34
burges a2 {13 own end =01 oul the inilisl i=sue of 15

burpess at $15 8 copy. (Members who paid should have
received their flegs by this resding, Members who want
8 burges should send $15 o Bab Bierly {oddress at the
end of e Minutes). Burgess will be mailed out =3 soan
&3 the stock is replenished.)

The Fleel dizcuzsed a propesed Corstitution and By-
Lews without decision. Bob Bierly volunteered fo sccept
erd inlegrate the commenls and sugestions of the
membership on (he drafl presented and 1o bring & revised
edition o {or mafl it oul prior to) the next mesting. One
sapect of the By-Llaws {hat was decided was that the
Tressyrer was directed by the mambership to creale a
speciel non-intersst Dearing checking sccount for the
Fleet ot minimum coat,

The Morthern Bay cruise director, Dusme Maher,
discussed idess for weskend cruises, Hawdll publish the
Gatea, locations and raf captains for each monthly raft-
upin the April DOCK LINE Members sr= o conisct the
raft caplain AT they will atiend the cruize. The Southern
Bay director, F. A, Bristow, will similarly publish the
southern sgends, Hopefully by publishing in sdvance,
members can plan 1o atlend whalever crinses they can
workin, whether weskends only or integrating the raft-
ups inio Tonger criudses,

Bob Eierly provided copies of the Cataling Yacht Club's
cruize schedule noting both the propossd Pound Delmarva
trip and the all Catslina Rendezvous over July 4ih af
LaTrappe Cresk. He roled oll 34 owners are encouraged
to attend any and every CYC function. .

In sddition 1o the formel program, the Fleel Captain
lesd members in  dizcussing  fixes, gadgels and
improverents 1o members” boatx.  Members should
conzider wideataping thelr modifications to demonsirale
ot fdure mestings. 11is clesr 1hal o]l members are mest
interestsd in customizing or Improving the functioning of
tha atendard boal components and fealures.

A3 a resallof the March mesting, 1he Fleet now has 25
boals” cTews &3 peid up members. How thi® compares
with other flests s not known, but il members are
encoursged o invite olher 34 owners fo join in. The



uccess of this Fleet {2 going 1o contnue to depend on
sufficient density of active partici peots and volunteers in
all regiona of the Bay to make the meetings and cruises
worth sttending. Our goal should be tp approsch every 34
owner and af least offer himsher the opporiusity fo join,

The next meeting will be held in the Solomans [+land
bres at the Southern Harylang S4iling  Associstion
Clubbouse on November 23, 1991 Jan and Walt Rupp
will 2pansor the event, -

Afinal reminder if gou havent pid dues of & nominal
$15.00 by the next newsletter dais in Jol piangust, this
mey well be gour last mewsleller. In cass jou didnt
mitice, postege hes gone up. If you are not sure Wheller
or not you are paid up, Took sl e mailing label on this
newsletter. If there is a pellow highlight covering your
name, you are NOT paid for 1991, Send duss 1o Eab
Bierly, 6817 Ontario 51, Spri ngfield, YA 22152

5 Bob Bierly
C'MON WIND
Hull #5913

THE BOATSWAIN'S LOCKER

e have sdditions] burgees for sale--$15.00.
Send orders (checks) o Bab Bierly, 6817 Ontaria -
Springtield, YA 22152

REY C34 COCKPIT CUSHIONS (TAN). $125.
CALL{717) 737-6213. CORKY DALTON

Used Ses Engle SH Inflatable W /Oars, Pump, Seal, Engine
Mount & Floor. Good Conditian, $2700.
Call (717) 737-6213 Corky Daltan

DAVIS EMERGENCY RADAR REFLECTOR (NEw), $5:;
CATALINA ROPE CLUTCH (SIMGLE)}, $20: S1¢ KOw
TURNEWCKLE BOOTS (C-34 SIZEJ, $15;  Maora
STAINLESS STEEL CHARCOAL BEQ, $40; EDATSWAINS
CHAIR, $15. TELEPHONE: {703} S59- 8678, RON HILL

Ore engine averhesting problem on the fresh waler sids
Free. (301) B63-9253. Jan Rupp

R

The Dock Lire i3 filled with wur inferesting and
varied offerings. | thank yay for Relping our fewly
formed Fleel #12  jeuslelter become an snticipated
quarierly mefling and for entertsining me by gour jgess
83 [ tupe the srticles. | am ever fascinsted by the talent
prex=ntinen enthosiastic group of bosters. Keep up ihe
excelient contributions, Ses yoy pr the Eay. JDR
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BULKHEAD STORAGE

A number of you expressed interest in the “Submarine
Laundry Begs™ that | use for bulkhesd storege, The size {2
spproximately 15°Lx 117D and are greal for swealers
end olber “ereshables tlthough | sl=s store my whes]
pilotcontrol inone of them. | have ten mounted on esch
=tde of the Y-berih and three moyntsd en the =larboarg
bulkhesd of the afl cabin berth

For mounting herdware, | peed 12" copper tubing
tamgars evaflable in sny  hardwere store (for
spproximstely 50¢ esch--raed four per bag) and
“rewed them up info the onder side vingl cowerad
Flgwood 47 track bebween the puisids hall lirer sad the
lesk frim. The best part of {hess bags are the price--
$8.00 esch, pastpaid. They sre svailable as “seconds” (|
could rot find any Gefect.) from the Lion Club Industriss
for the Blind of Western North Carclina, Ine., 45 South
French Brosd Avenve, Astwille, NC 28801 {Telephon
(704) 258-2332). I ehecksd recently and they had
tpproximatsly 120 “ssconds™ in =tock IT wu are
interested 1 would tupperl scting soon because & similar
erticle may come out in the Februsry 1991 FMAITNSHEET
wad the “Submarine Laundry Bags™ misy sell oul quickly,

-y Ron HM

: {703) 569-8678

THANK YOU THANK YOU THAKK ¥You

Thanks go to our Fleet Caplain, Ron Hill, Tor
n&ming our newsletter. wWe needed s name
for referrsl rather than just  “lhe
newslelter” Our  newsletter has
personality, en identity, and needed & name.
| wracked my brain for a suitable narme and
Ron came up with it in & [ew seconds. s
all in the name.
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‘? DID YOU KNG

BOAT/US provides Calsling 34 members with Flest
Membership rates. This redoces the Annusl Membership
fee from $17.00 to $850 (als includes $50 fre=
fowing). If you sre inlerested, BOAT/US provides not
only catalogue bardware/marine products, but also &
wide ramje of services incloding hull and towimg
Tnaurance.

LAND'S END (the Wisconsin clothing catalog company)
tan provide "Catslina 347 personalizstion Tor sny of the
items for which they sdvertize “Moncgramming”. This
inclodesa Sor 5 1/2 inch highline drawing of a C-34,
the neme of your bost, and your initials n 1/4 or 3/8
inch text. This service costs $5.00 for each item, |7 you

sre interesied, contact LAND'S END stention KARLA
Dax, telephone (800) 356-4444 ext 372,
RON HILL

MAINSHEET, February, 1991, p. 30, *IT CAN HAPPEN,
Rebuttal to Ed Hoffman™ by Bob and Doris FMeCullowgh:
Melullovghs suggest o handheld radio-telephone in the
cockpit- -8 must Short of & handield redio=telephone
Tor {he cockpit, we put 3 waler proof speaker on the stern
pulpit of BRIGADOON to meniter YHF. AL least we can
hear whal is going on and one of u2 can g0 into the cabin to
talk on the radio if need be. The spesker can be purchsseg
from Hosfelt Electronics, Inc., 2700 Sur=et Blvd,
Sleubenville, OH, 43952, Toll free | (800) 524-
6464 The catslogue pombér is 91-4 snd the speaker
costs $7.95. IDR
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BOAT PIZZA

pita pocket

mild salsa

Parmesan cheesse

shredded cheess [Monterey
Jack or mozzarella & sharp)
each of dried garlic,
basil & oregano

salt & pepper

Peoperoni slices

at 350 for 3-10 mipnutes.

as many as you like. Our
holds approximately six.

Lin Delton
Windy Lin D.

C-34 BLISTERS- - NOT MUCH FUN

/ =

When we hauled CAROLINA BREEZE on March 23,
1990, we vere clemayed 1% find blisters less than 2
pears afler our commissioning date of March 28, 19886,
AL Calalina’s reqoest we submitted photes and a repair
extimate of $1,627. The varranty requires Cataling’s
approvel before repaics may proesd. Unforturatsly, a3
we laler discoversd, it i3 impoasidle to delermine the
true extent of damage until the barrier cost is =anded or
lightly blasted. More about this Tater.

Five weeks sfler submitting these documents 1o
Calalina we received s check for $1,126. In sccord with
warraitg conditions our $1,627 estimate of repsirs wes
rediced by the amounts for haul out, beitom paint and
Z0% Tor Z years of warranty coverage.

We decided to wail until December, 1990, before
commencing repairs for several ressors: First, we did
rot want fo Tose veloable sailing time waiting the 3 or 4
manths resded for the hull to dry eot, Second, we
obigired & Tower repair cost by scheduling the work in
the off-sesson. Third, il stemed unressonable for u3 1o
hold the boat in €ry storsge during the 5 weeks Cataling
100k to decide to authorize warranty repairs.

Interestingly, Catalina placed larguage in  Qhe
endorsement spsce of their check that sid, in effect, the
check abaalved Catalina of ol further re3ponsibility,
Maturally, [ struck tha! out ond staled over my
endorsement thal our warranty atill had 3 more pears Io
run. My bank ren the check thraugh with no problems.

On December 16, 1990, our boat wes lightly
zandblasted preparstory to opening the Blisters thereby
revealed, end fo drying the Bhull over he winter
sandblesting revesied more blisters than anticipstad the
previows apring.  The repair estimats incresasd
accordingly to £2,195, almast entirely due o adsitional
labor required because of more blisters than originally
extimated,

Thal same day, December 16, 1390, | wrote Frank
Buller o claim warranty coverage for this unexpected
additions] repsir expenss. Having recsived m response
Guring December 2nd Januvary, | called Catslins on
Janvary 28, 1991, In his sbsence | talked with Mr.
Buller’s secretary. She informed me Mr. Buller e
never received my Decembar Jeter, Immediataly | sent
amother letter 1o Mr. Buller enclesing & copy of my
December 16 lettar apd, spin, esked for prompl
eiliement. On Febresry 4, 1991, Mr. Buller responded
exprexing surprize thal oor bost hed not =t bean
repaired and saking s 1o provide more detaf] to suppart
our cleim. On Febroary 14 1 sent arother letter 1o Mr.
Butler covering 811 the information he hed requested

Four weeks later, having heard Iothing from Mr.
Butler, | souin calied. |n his absepce his =screfary



{nformed me that Mr. Butler had ool received the Jetter |
sent in mid-February. 1t sesms this Teter was slse
Tlest™. In &dazperation, on March 12, 1991, | degided ip
FEDERAL EXPRESS snoller letter %o Mr. Bufler and
=ncioced copies of previows correspondence. Finally, on
March 20, 1991, Mr. Buler sent me 5 check for $304
which represented the full amount | ad been steking a2
Cotalinas warranly shere of ocor additions] blister
e ek

In reflecting on a1l of this, ssversi obesrvetions Lo
to mind. Although Calaling finally met their warranty
abligations, 1t would have been nice if all of this could
fiave been sccomplished in & mors business-like and
hsssle-fres simesplare. If our experisncs is typical, |
think customers with blister claims should te caytions
about sccepting setflement from Calslina unti] the full
extent of damege By been revesled. When blisters first
3ppear one cannot be sure of the magnilude of damage
untl the barrier coat {s altered. Hewever, the warranly
does nol sllow probing of the barrier cost until Calalir
apprives. The polential problems are apparent

It would have been nice to experience more
responsivenszs on the part of Calalina's top management,
Having to repest clsims over seversl months due 1o Jost
correspondence and finally resort to Federsl Express
deliveryis o bit moch,

Yith respect to the bostyard repairing the blisters 1t
seems fo me that there is no way the repsirman can
quarzniee there will be mo future blisters. The best fe
tan o iz quarsnise the quality of his workmanship and

materizls, [ do not believe be con sssome responzibility
for chemical or workmanship failures by the
manufscturer. If the manufscturer leawes yolds and

uncured resin in the hull, gou have, with the addition of
waler, e recipe for 3lfsters. Hopefully, the
repsirman’s epoxy Barrier will kzep out e third
ingredient--water. However, who krews? This raises
sorme interesting questions for the futures.

In zummary, | must say Catalina has come through so
far, in meshing their warranty obligations to us,
However, déaling wilh Catsling i this regard s besn
neither eszy nor very satisfying. | would hope that other
C-34 uwners with blister problems would encounter
grealer responsiveness in Catalira’s mansgement and
more resdy acceplance of resporsibility for obvious
product defects.

Having spent some time ressarching the subject of
blisters, | would welcome inguiries from oihers =o
plagued 2od [ would be happy to distuss our experiences
in getting blisters repairad. | have fo =1 it i3 oot much
Tun,

Charlfe Copelamd
Hull #5335
CAROLINA BREEZE

g,
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UNTER CLEATED! A CATALINA 342

1 was Tortunate enough Lo have
nat one but two Catalina 34s=
naxt to me at our marina. EBach
solved part of my cleat problem,
Grace had amidship cleats.
Saltw Dish (Milt Ester) had

WO Dow cleats,

The amidship clecats were ralsed
above the side deck with 1 1/2¢
teak riszers. As a result, the
cleat base was above the too
rail to minimize chafe. In
addition, they were zet inboard
of the toe rail 1/2" to pernmit
water to run freely to the weep
holes.

I tried it. It took about three
hours to measure, drill, caulk
and fasten the cleats,

The second seolution was more
ingenious. Milt Ester removed
the single, four=hole stapndars
cleat from the bow. He pur-
chased an identical ens. The
two existing holes on the right
became the inside holes far the
starboard bow cleat anéd the
inside holes on the left becase
the inside holes for the por:
cleatr.

Placing both cleats in position,
¥You have ready made templales to
measure for the outside holes of
each. There is sufficient
clearance through the anchor
locker deck access plates to in-
stall the backing plates.

Don't pineh the bow running
light wires in the process!
Another three hour project.

You probably cannot guite ha-
lieve that two large, four-
hole gleats will £it in that
space. Believe me, they can.
Each offers a fair lead ko
dock, mooring, and ancher
linas.




Over cleared? Probably not.
But now there is a place for
each dock line, the potential
Lo create a yolk for a moor-
ing line, or setting two bow
anchors.

An added benafit has heen
attaching a preventer/vang
from the boom end to the amid-—
ship cleat when sailing wing-
on-wing.

CALEMDAR

ik

Magpi3-19 L37® 302 Hio 76 19.5° % (Behind
Grog Island).
Cruise Lesder: F.A. Bristow
=o (804) 272-6623
Jure 8-9 hitetall Creek, past Whitehall Marim.
Cruise Lesders: Doane & Claire Maher,
(301} 570-93%5
July 15 Hewsleller deadline
Julp 20-21  Dividing Creek, Woe River
Cririse Lesder: Phil Myse
{703) 450-5459
Corky Dalton
Windv Lin D.
Cruising

FLEET 12 Northern Bay Cruise

May 18 and 19, 1991

il

The place is Whitehall Creek, past
Whilehall Marina and your hosts for

the cruise is Dyape
Whiskers.,

& Claire Maher of

More details will be mailed to all
Fleer 12 members beginning of May.

Hope to see vou al! there!

Catalina 34 Fleet 12 Northern Bay

FLEET 12 NORTHERN BAY CRUISES

duns § and 9, 1991

ﬁ::;l CROSSING THE BAR TO SWAN CREEK
FOR A WINE AND CHEESZ DICNIC

The place is Swvan Creek Marinag
(north of Reock Hallland your

forz

hosts

the crulse are Corky

and Lin Dalton of WINDY LIN D.

Information will be mailed to
all Fleet 12 me=bers ipn early

Hav.

Call the Daltons at 717-

737-6213 if you need it sooner.

7
A Gt 1991 Cruising Schedule e
Destipation Date Eaft Captain Phope
Whitehall Cresk 5f1a=19 Duane Maher J01-570-3358
SWan Creek, Rockhall &/8-3 Corky Dalton 717=737-5213
Dividing Creek, Wye River 7/20-21 Fhil Mu=za 703-450=-5459
Worton Creek - 8/17-18 Dave Ewing 412-257=2787
Langford cr., chester River gf2i-22 Jim Lagh 301=-977-8542
Cornfield Cr., Magothv River 10/5=6 Duane Maher 301-570-93154

The ratft captains will send out

anchoring lecations,
captains if you will

addi

channel 72 on the day of the cruise,

-f-

tienal dertails, including

prior to the cruise. Pleasa contact raft
be attending.

Raft captains will moniter vIT




WHAT: Catalina 34, Flpet 12 Raft up

Whera: L 37°40.2' N ko 76~ 15.87 y (8ehind Crog Island)
Whan: May 18-19, 15%1

Ceming from North

From Courae(T) Dist, e T .
L. Saith Pt.Lt. 200" 13.4 FL 2,5 Sec™g"
2, FL 2.5 Secng® 2377 2.5 FLR 4 Sgg w20
3. FLA & Sac ngw 313" 0.9 Pass FLG 4<Sec h7®

4. Turn to 016"inco anchorage behind Grog Island
Ceming from South

From Courso(T) Dist. Ta
1. R"6" FLR & Sec o010 * 3.5 15" Depth uater
2. 15" Turn to 315" 3.9 FL 4 Sgc Wwnm
3. "y 205" 0.4 FLR 4 Sac m2n

4. Same as 3 aboue
5. Same as & zhowe

Bring: Uhatever you want for cookesut on .tha beach. Grill
uill be hot from 1700 £il'., Ice will be in the cooler.
B-Y.O.L.

I plan to be anchored by 1300 and have the beach sei up aocon
thereafter

Iuill have dingy but others we could use.

For thosa of you uho may ba coming part of the way Friday, I would
suggest thosa of you coming South might want to anchor at Sandy
Mook - very nice. L 377 49,5 N Lo 76° 18.7' Y Frtor at

Great Wicomoico River light belou Smith Point

I would suggeat thosa of You coming Horth might like Fishing Bay
L 37" 32.4"0 Lo 78" 20.2"J off Piankatank Rivar

If any of you do spend Friday night in Fishing Bay and wani to szil
along I'1l ke leaving Bread Creek at 0900 the 18th. Ue could moet
of f Windmill Point Light.

Let me know if you will attend 1=-804 272-6623

F. A. Bristow, Jr.
Cruiso Dirwetor



IT FELLQFF FOR THE LAST TIME

Yrhat fell off for tha frst time? One- 817 of the Hood
Furling system nstde cylinder at the head of the ==il. In
May, 1989 and 1990 when we raizsd the genos the
plastic cylinder liner fell on deck. But early this spring
when Walt and | were trying to put the headsail on the
roller forling system, Walt cranking the winch while |
bent the 1T {nta the 2lat, a fellow began talidng to walt
sl Bam Radio. Mow thers= i3 only ope olber love fo
Wall besides ssiling, and that is Ham Radio, Chagrined at
tha fnterruption, | encoursged Wall's winching while the
fellows were lalking, which came to 3 halt when we both
realized nothing waa  happening.  Well, sclusily
something was reslly bappening, but not what we
expected. The genca would not go up, and it would nol
come down, and the wind was picking up. Our Ham-
Radio-interested scquaintance on the dock =3id, “well, |
e you e § probiem. Buye”

Wall's unsuccessful effort to bring the il down by
force prompted me 'o Took sl the Garkaver shiv snd {here
itwes, Our hesdssil halysrd was wedged bebyean the
droken =hiv and the mets] plate. A Titils more of Walls
strength freed the line, down came the =il after a 1itile
prampting, and 3120 down came the pesky inside half of
the Turling system and fnto the water. | stood there
walehing thal blsck plastic plece of equipment sink o one
Toat, then two fest, then slewly to thres Teet and [ could
mot da anything sbout it. My emobions sank, d8a. | cand
i1 you bow | felt! I didnt want to ryiss the sail in the
firsl plsce becauss | fall the wind wes too fickle. Walt
diplomatically politiced  watil my ressoning  4as
weakened. Then the fellow on the dock, slking to Walt,
became & distraction thal | should hewe sckhowl
instesd of ignored. | love sailing and | love BRICADOON
=nd | 50T think of 3 better subject to be the cavss of an
srgument. Bul felies, | was 2o put out with thiy Tofest
cevelopment, 1 just turned sround snd dizappesrsd telow
and let Walt hardle the 2ail ol] by himeelf, Al the nice
=ailing weather of early 2pring was qoing to waste
becyuse our headsail was incapaciisted. How long would
it zke o get BRIGADOON in safling condition. ‘wait to the
=l

Gorfsuer sent i two new ssts of shive fresof clarge,
replecing while shive for black shivs.  Hood senl us
(for $50.00) 8 new furling system cylinder for the head
of the genca. People had trouble with the snap-in design,
20 Hood developed two mets] rings (moch the same a3 &
key ring) that 2pirs] around sad arousd until ik 1ot in
the new cylinder 15 secureq pErmanantly

The teext nice warm windless day Walt and | raised the
sall andwent =3iling. That resily mede me fes] we wers
inta the 2ailing 2ess0n again,

o, we didnT replsce the shiv yet becauss we sre
unable to loosen ooe of 1he bolls holding the original
equiprient in place. CRC- 666 to the rescue, but it fakes
time. But that prodlem, to0, will jiss before sailing
g1y too intenss,

At the moment we are trying to solve the problem of
overheating in the fresh water sids of the engine. e
beyve & new ther mostyt: we hawve Meown throogh the Tines,
we bave TOE/30F5 antifresse, the Deai sxchanger is
clean, rodded and Tlushed, and the fresh wyler pump is
working. e turnon the engine and the fresh water 3ida
remaing cool while the gauge goes up %o 240° and the
slarm sounds. o fresh water moves thraogh the engine,
e Will look at this problem ratrospectively one day
sod 1811 girzelves 1t was o simple becavse all we had to
o w3 fill ihe system full, blesd if, thereby snding the
overheating. | advertized gething rid of this prodlem
free of charge in the Boalswain's Locker, if snpones want's

the challenge of & problam 10ke this, [ wish il were that
easy,

Pﬁ Jan Rupp
& Hull #54
822 BRICADCON
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They have considerable knowledge
of the stars, end their motions and
the dimensions of the earth, snd the
Universe around Also of science in
general, end of the powers and
spheres of influence of the immortial
gods. These subjecls they debate, and
tlso tesch to their young students

——Julius Caesar, DE BFLLO
BALLICO ¥YI. 14— "Description
of the Cellic Druids.*
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A ggrt of
Meditation

A fisherman [Hend of mine se.
marked opos that, of all the variom
kinds of recreational watercrafts, sail-
boats prohably get the feast amount
of we by their owners. This opinions of
hit & doubtesly rue.

Drvive pact any marina an the Sowrh-
erm coast and voo will ses 3 fores of
bare masts, resembling 0 many 1els-
phone polcs, af the docks. Depending
Upon whert you are, oul on the adja-
cent bay or miver, You might, i the
weather i fine that day, carch tight of
B MUANY 84 eight oF ten adboats in we
A1 any given tme, Moz of the otery
reoun at the dock, day afier day,
woek afler week

The persons who twn and only oo
sionally operate such craft are known,
somcwll contemnptuowdly, an week-
end sailore. 1 am one of them, Ay
curment sailbvat, an old 28%-foar Tri-
ton, 15 berthed in coastal Morth Carg-
Las. From my bome in Chape] Hill, a
drive of a Hnle over three hous &
required to get there. T emimate that |
am able 10 make the trip no more than
o dozen Umes a vear a1 mosi,

Owceationally [ pet o wondering why
people like me—and [ cn oaly astme
that what &5 tru= of me & true for
thoesands of other sailboat skippers—
pemit i owning wilboats. T am coo-
vinced that it isa" just the actual
amenant OF seiling done in Wi, A ey
of wiling [s fun but, on mwnt of the
occations whea [ am able o go gailins
it would be equally as enjoyable 1o
reat 3 dmall dav-salber withoan a cbin,
at a fractiom of the cow of oW,
maintaining. and paying the dock
ieoial on cven an old croising boat
liks mane,

Sailbaats aren't much pood for trav-
cling, unless you've god Jong rretches
of fme 3t your disposal, Their quaners
are cramped; speading the night m a
moizl would be more comforabis and
less expesave, You can' fish comfor:-
ably from 2 wilboat. There are simply
oo many obstructions,

Ko, the rexson for cwning o zailbeoos
has bude 1o do with what & practieal or
eoonomical or bopical. Rather, | be-

Southemn Livng

lisve. it has 1o do with metaphysics:
Le., with that which poes beyond the
phytical existeace of things and in-
volves the cperr,

Consider firr of all that my sailboar

on breszs, not machinery, for
her propulsion. Fussil fucd sources may
e exhausied somaeday, and mus in
ary &ie be puschased regularly ot ma-
rina gas docke. Bul, presemably, the
wind will always be biowing

The point is that sailing & an elemen.
fal situation—literally, dependemt
uprn the clemens—bmic, primithe.
When [ go sailing 1 am surrounded by
Howing water, and 1 am doing neither
more naor fegs than whae the sarliee
seagting humans did: nsing a thin
sheer of fabrie—woven 3t cotion,
fax. slk, nylon, Keviar, it doemt maz-
ter—mounted aboand a beoyant pla:-
form, whether made of reed grass,
oxhade, cyprews planking, or Eberglate,
1o traverse the water,

That in so doing | am heavily in-
debeed 10 the anifacts of modemn io-
dusirial seciety & beyood dizpuie.
The bull of my boat i made of reimn.
foreed plastic: her sails are nylon and
the sheels and halyards are Dicron.
Such items make it easer and safer 1o
go tailing, and they enable 3 more ef-
ficient use of water and wind than if 1
were wxling 2 kog cznoe or 3 papmzs

raft. They are pot, however, necetiary
ta the operation. 1 am using the ob-
jects and tervices of modern tech-
nology for my porposes; dhey are not
using rer,

I am seiting out from ooe place 10
another across a body of water, using
the wind to proped me, How rapidly or
comforably 1 do it will depend upon
that wind, rogether with mush «idll ag [
may persess (whaeh s mot very moch,
but thar doesn’t marer eithes) m inter-
preting the wind and tide, selecting and
adfesting the sails. holding the filler,
and keeping the prow aimed properly.
What | do—tighiening or sackening
off a £2], allowing for current and drifi,
taking advantage of a gor of wind
MOVIng 37055 the waler, pointing just
off the wiad, coming aboot—uwil]
directly affect my progress. I do it with-
oul power-drven maclinery; there is
only wird and rushing water,

111 o wished, 1 eould sail anywhere
that is reachable by water—anywhere
on the zlobe, It & this seli-=afficiency,
nowever theorefieal, (the abifity of my
boat w0 go elewfere onder it own
power) that, T thizk, accounts in large
part for her ownerhip by persons like
me. In a complex age of technology
and of vas, impemsanal social and eop
nOmic fofets, we N repain acceti—
fetreat. if you will—n what it besic
and inespably reof. Subject 1o the
elemental restrictions of the natural
warld, [ can control my life. A sailboat
iz, symbolically, freedam.

Something like this must be the rea-
son why people keep sailboass. ‘What
elee eoold pombly account for the un-
canay simlclios == take in cwning
them, a satisfaction that can overcome
the prodigious expense and the in-
frenuent wge?

6:":‘ I step aboard a boat, the in-
volvement will be an my own termar.
The knowledpe that | can be just that,
o0 my o%m terms and when and ac 1
wish, this s what saifing offers It is not
simply 3 pastime, a diversion: it is a
re-creation, an attimade toward the
conditions of my exhsence. This, when
all else is said and done, is why week-
end wailors bather 1o sall and 1 gun

wailboats. It is why mine waits in her

sbp down on the coast, three hours
from my home.
S0 long as [ koo i1 i there, T can

4 manage through the week.

Lowy D Rulda, Jr

Lowit Rubln, Jr v publicher gnd
editoria! direetar of Afmonguie Books

of Chapel’ Hill,
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SAILING IN CYCLES

Spring has sprung
And the grass i= ri=zing
That we have boat fever
Is not surprizing.
The early March meeting
Lavnched a paw campaign.
and =ome of the faithful
Doubtless launched some champagne .

The roster of members =esms

To have increassd in number :
And the cruise schedule telis

Where at anchor we'll zlumbar,
But first there’'s the huziness

QF preparing tha hoat.
And zanding and painting

And PRAYING she'll float

Once agein in har elamant
(What more can I say?)
Ho not at the pier
But Zar out on the Bay!
So on with the waxing
And the cleaning off grit.
And those modification=
That just barely fit.

Bob's got a new 3 blade

Walt's replumbing the head:
Ron's first to go overnight

That's why we're capebhly lead.
and 211 of the rest of us=

Can't wait to hear
What alse will ci=tinguish

ihie new Sailing year,

So here's a health to the SEQMSON

May we all get it together
And enjoy Soose following hreazgas

Arnd endless days of fair weather.
May the rafi-ups that follow

Se numearcus and well attepnded.
So when Chriztmas arrives

And the =zeiling i= endad
We all will conclude

That this year was the hos=o:
{Then w2'11 a1l haul our boats
And you know the rest.)

Bcb Bierly

Mull £213
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