Replacement Cowl Vents                                                             Aug 2007
For a number of years Catalina 34s were provided with Vetus dorade boxes and  cowl vents which were soft plastic clamshells. As most C34 owners know, these Vetus cowl vents experience severe ultraviolet degradation in just a few years. Several schemes have been written up for "restoring" them but this restoration seems to last about as long as the replacement vents from Vetus.

After one pair of replacement vents and several "restorations" yielded only a temporary fix, other possibilities were considered. What appeared best from a visual and functional standpoint were stainless steel clamshell vents made by Mariner's Hardware. Their six hole deck plates mounted easily on the Vetus dorade boxes used on the Catalina 34.

The dorade boxes were removed, cleaned, sanded and given several coats of white urethane marine paint which has held up well. Then the new deck plates were bedded in place using 3M 4200 compound and new self-tapping screws. The original covers and closing hardware was left in place under the dorade boxes.

A concern was that the genoa sheets could foul the new cowl vents but they have withstood two sailing seasons now without any problems. Mariner's Hardware does have cowl vent guards which could be used if there is any concern about fouling the vents with sheets. Screw-in blank covers are supplied with the deck plates for passages where green water may find its way on deck or for winter storage.
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The cowl vents shown in Photo 1 are round sheet stainless steel and although these are still available from the Mariner's Hardware catalog only the cast stainless cowl vents appear on their web site. Tear-drop and oval vents are also available. Check their web site at www.marinershardware.com. If you decide to change over to the Mariner's Hardware cowl vents, contact Scott Buchan at 877 765-0880 (toll free in the USA) or at sales@marinershardware.com. Scott advises that they offer a 10% discount on all Mariner's Hardware products to Catalina Owners Group members. 

Besides looking a lot sharper than the old Vetus cowl vents and requiring virtually zero maintenance they scoop in a lot more air in even a gentle breeze.

Editor's Note: Vetus also makes a direct replacement vent for the stock "Tom" vent used by the factory. They make plastic and stainless versions, both of which share a common plastic base. The base is an off-white color that tends to darken a bit with exposure to UV. They would benefit from a coat of good, marine grade polyurethane. As the article points out, the plastic versions of the cowl vent do not hold up well. The Vetus kit includes replacement plastic mushroom vents as well, but these are not the same quality as the original stainless mushrooms vents supplied by the factory.
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The stainless Vetus vents are shown in Photo 2 installed on a 1988 C34, Hull 563. These vents are easily adjustable by hand to change the direction of the vent. Vetus maintains an extensive website at www.vetus.com. Vetus America, 7251 National Drive, Parkway Industrial Center, Hanover, Maryland 21076-1334 Tel: (410) 712-0740;

E-mail: sales-service@vetus.com
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