Propeller Data Request                                          Aug 2007

There has been quite a bit of activity recently on the C34 web site message board regarding various propellers (props) which owners have installed in place of the factory-provided Michigan Wheel fixed pitch bronze props. I would be particular interested in hearing from any owners who have swapped their stock prop for a different fixed pitch prop, a feathering, or a folding prop. I would also like to gather specific performance information about various installations so that we can compile a database of different prop options based on real-world experience.  

Based on engine size a forward pitch range of 9" pitch (approximately 18-degrees) to 11" pitch (approximately 22-degrees) with a 15" diameter is fairly "nominal" for the Catalina 34, with most props in the 9-10" pitch range.    

To best organize the data I will need to know the hull number, engine type, prop type, prop dimensions and pitch or blade setting. If there are specifics, e.g., the x/y letter calibration system used by PYI Max-props, please include that as well. Any performance notes, installation or maintenance tips would also be appreciated.    

Depending on the amount of data received, we'll either publish a short article or tabulate the data on the web site to make it easy to compare different prop options for the C34. Please drop an e-mail to my address on the C34 officer's page, or you can use the private message function on the website. You may have already noticed a thread on the website regarding this project in an attempt to reach as wide an audience as we can.

Thanks.

Mike Vaccaro 

