Make the Boat Go

I'm always intrigued when I read through the postings on the C34 web site.  The first thing that impresses me is the overall depth of knowledge that users of the site can tap into, but the other thing that intrigues me is how little we discuss sailing and seamanship.

A cursory analysis shows that most discussion centers around system maintenance, with the auxiliary (engine), electrical and plumbing systems meriting the most discussion, and "quality of life" modifications making up the bulk of the remainder.  That's why the focus of this column has always been about nuts and bolts maintenance.  One part of my non-scientific theory is that basic sailing systems are pretty close to bulletproof, and when they do fail, they don't merit much discussion; e.g., if a sail seam gives way, it's fairly obvious that the fix is to sew it back up!  The other part of the theory is that in reality, we don't spend all that much time sailing, relative to other activities on board.  For many of us, sailing is the means, not the end.  

Ultimately, the end is the "quality of life" piece, either because it's important to us, or, more likely, our crew.  Sometimes, that's the simple joy of sailing and making the boat go, but more often it's being comfortable tied up to the dock for the night, or watching the perfect sunset hanging onto ground tackle that you trust.  Sometimes it's reducing canvas or easing the trim to improve the ride, rather than eking out the last ounce of speed.  

As owners and maintainers of our boats, the balance is between simplicity (which not only equates to affordability but also ease of operation) and all the comforts of home.  The more we lean to the latter, the more maintenance and cost we encounter.  For some, this is a reasonable trade.  And let's be honest -- some of us simply enjoy working on the boat.  Most folks who are willing to pick up a wrench are also willing to spend some time learning how take care of their own equipment.  If you have the time, the level of satisfaction can be significant.  If you're successful, you can also save some money.  

But the most important thing is to remember the basics:  make the boat go, keep water out of the boat, and take care of everything else.  Priorities 1 and 2 are interchangeable, depending on circumstances.  Priority 3 is ALWAYS priority 3!    If you always go through this simple decision matrix, you'll likely keep a handle on things.  
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Title "Sail at every opportunity"

Basic seamanship is the foundation for everything that we do with our boats, unless it's simply a floating apartment that never leaves the dock or mooring.  Before you concern yourself too much with fixing the refer or rewiring your DC electrical system, make sure that you can make the boat go and keep water out of it.  There's no substitute for experience, so if your time is limited and the family budget allows, sail and pay someone to fix or modify the boat.  If the budget is tight, then try to work smart. The boat will sail fine without air conditioning or a digital TV.  Sail at every opportunity, and fix things when you have to.  
