BOARDING LADDER STEPS  

For many years I’ve sanded and refinished my teak boarding ladder steps. In the early 1990s I did them every year, then stretched it to every other, and finally to every third/fourth season.

A friend heard my complaining and said, “Why don’t you make them out of Starboard?”  What a great idea, and that’s what I did.  Starboard is easy to work with, but it has one drawback.  The most common starboard (which I had on hand) is white and it gets dirty.  However, it was much easier to clean Starboard than it was to redo the teak steps.

A neighbor was installing a new outside deck on his house and was using TREX deck material.  I asked him for some of the scraps and made the second set of replacement steps.  The Trex comes in 1” thickness, so I had to rip it down to ¾” thickness – easily done.  After cutting the steps to the correct size I mounted them.  Trex has a different surface on each side.  I was careful to keep the “rough” surface for the top of the steps.
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Boarding Ladder Steps

Trex is expensive stuff, and you only need a few small pieces to make boarding ladder steps.  So, if you don’t have a neighbor with a deck under construction, I’d ask Lowe’s or Home Depot if they might have a damaged Trex board you could have/purchase.  It comes in a variety of colors, so look around or buy a board.  There are other deck materials similar to Trex. 

I used the stainless brackets from the original teak steps.  However, I made some Trex steps for a fellow C34 owner who didn’t have the stainless brackets.  What he did was to drill holes through the stainless ladder “step” tubes and bolted the Trex pads onto those tubes.

What a great material, it’s almost indestructible, and in three years I can’t see any weathering or change in color.  No more boarding ladder refinishing or cleaning!
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